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Bezwada wilson manual scavenging

The manual cleaning was termed illegal under the Manual Cleaning Prohibition Act of 1993 It was born in a community of manual waste pickers who clean toilets and carry human excretes. At school, his friends called him a scavenger. After 32 long years of crusades against manual cleansing in India, the
moral energy and prodigious skill of Karnataka-born Benataka Wilson has been recognized. He was selected for the 2016 Ramon Magsaysay Award, considered Asia's highest honor that is bestowed on individuals who manifest selfless service to society and command a transformative influence. Wilson's
efforts to eradicate cleanup Activist Dalit was one of the first voices to claim that carrying human excretes was not the only job members of his community should do. It was because of his national movement that manual cleaning was called illegal under the Manual Cleaning Prohibition Act of 1993. As



someone who led the safai karmachiari andolan, a community-oriented movement, he has persisted with his goal of keeping children away from getting into the cleanup. From being an intimidated student treated like a outcast to becoming a shrewd advocate of eradicating manual cleansing in the country,
Wilson has come a long way. In his attempt to regain human dignity for members of his community, he freed himself from the compulsions that dictate the life of a Dailt. It took years of diligence to organize manual waste pickers in Karnataka and created the Campaign Against Manual Scavenging (CAMS)
as a platform to oversee the conversion of dry latrines into flush toilets. Rehabilitation of those involved in manual cleaning was also their concern. PIL against 50-year-old Wilson state governments, who was the first in his family to pursue higher education, took a big step in 2003 when he, along with 18
other civil society organizations, manual pickers and individuals filed a public interest lawsuit in the Supreme Court. In the statement signed by the litigants, states and their government departments were named as violators of the Manual Cleaning Prohibition Act. All states and central ministries were
required to address the issue after Supreme Court hearings. In Haryana, for the first time, the act was carried out and 16 people were taken into custody for employing manual waste pickers. Wilson's struggle to change the mindset Describing manual cleaning as a plague for humanity in India, Wilson's
quote states that 98% of manual pickers are underpaid women and girls. Although the Constitution and other laws prohibit dry latrines and the use of manual waste pickers, these have not been strictly enforced, since the government itself is the biggest offender, the citation adds. He aggressively called for
an official survey of manual waste pickers left in the country so that this national shame can for him, changing the casteist mentality was as important as changing bathrooms. Even today, Wilson continues to push for legal action to demolish dry toilets across India and prepare manual waste pickers to
seek new sources of income. In his own words, his struggle aims to make people sensitive to this barbaric ritual. We are a voice for you; you have been a support to us. Together we build independent, reliable and fearless journalism. You can help us by making a donation. This will mean a lot to our ability
to bring news, perspectives and analysis from the ground so that we can make changes together. 8 Minutes Read Posted by Smarinita Shetty &amp; Sneha Philip Bezwada Wilson is a crusader against manual cleaning and systemic discrimination perpetrates against the Dalit community. Born into a Dalit
family that had been involved in manual excavations for generations, Bezwada channeled the outrage that stemmed from witnessing the injustice faced by her community to launch the Safai Karmachari Andolan (SKA), a popular movement to eradicate manual cleaning. Since 1993, SKA has been at the
forefront of a social and legal battle that has been fought by volunteers across the country and led to the release of thousands of Dalits from this inmine practice. In 2016, Bezwada received the Ramon Magsaysay Award in recognition of his efforts to regain for the Dalits the human dignity that is their
natural birth right. You have been running Safai Karmachari Andolan (SKA) for almost three and a half decades. What does it take to execute a move and sustain it for so long? Bezwada Wilson: There was no joint effort to build anything. There was a struggle, though: a very real one. There was also
anger and anguish, and this gave room for the movement to emerge. All we did was consolidate that anger and channel it. And that became Safai Karmachari Andolan. SKA isn't even registered because it's not a formal organization —it's more like a flow of movement—people are still on board. And today
there are about 4,800 volunteers across the country. It still makes us angry —why do we still have this problem (manual cleaning) after all these years, after so many efforts? There was anger when we started 35 years ago in Karnataka. And today, when we see women cleaning toilets, we feel the same
anger. That hasn't changed with age, experience or time. We are not doing anything to organize people; what we're doing is proceeding in a direction, possessed with that anger. And others who carry the same anger, and who believe in the direction we're taking, join us. How did you start raising
awareness about manual cleaning initially? Bezwada Wilson: At first, the biggest obstacle was that there was no language to talk about the problem. Over time we talk about release, rehabilitation and elimination (manual cleaning). But these are words that came later. When we All we knew was that no
one should be doing this kind of work. It's been a long journey since then. Within this journey, sometimes there has been a stir, sometimes a burst, sometimes struggling and arguing. But in the process, we also understood that we had been transformed into a slave community. Before this realization, we
believed that we could only be slaves, and that we could never get out of it. We internalize. We felt that we were the reason for our own slavery, because we were useless, we had no hopes or dreams; because we were illiterate, weak, and poor. Then, in 1991 — during the celebrations of the centenary
year of Babasaheb Ambedkar — I came across his literature. He clearly said that we are not butchers because we are poor, weak or illiterate, or because we choose to be waste pickers. It's because someone made us waste pickers. It was then that we understood that someone else made us captive, that
the caste system had done it to us. And adding to that was patriarchy, which made women within the community doubly worse. That's when we asked: how do we fight all this? Illustration: Aditya Krishnamurthy Soon, the non-excavator community also began to show solidarity because it is not a fight
against individuals; it's a fight against the system. The solidarity and support of others gave us courage. Liberation began when the manual pickers themselves broke their own silence. And the community began to understand the issue as well. Nobody wants to clean up someone else's shit, but
circumstances made them do it. When we told them, if others are living without cleaning shit, then why didn't you either?, made them think. The community that had been silent until then began to speak openly. The liberation began when the manual pickers themselves broke their own silence on the
subject and began to speak. And when individuals began to believe in the subject, they automatically became part of the movement. They realized they were not alone and asked, What can we do? Can we go and break some toilets? Chalo! No? Okay, let's burn the basket instead. We're sending a memo
to the authorities. Done! Now, while we're doing all this, should we be silent? Let's shout slogans instead. Let's get the slogans ready! And so on, and so on - everything develops organically. It develops and moves; develops a little more and moves a little more. What people like me and other old people
at SKA did was give this movement a direction. People like to take different directions. We say to them: Let's try to go in that direction for some time; if it doesn't work, we'll go in the direction you're suggesting. If the first direction is successful, you can join it whenever you are ready. The philosophy is not
to leave anyone behind. Over the decades that you worked on this question, have you seen changes in the way the government has responded? Bezwada Wilson: We've seen some happen, but it has been very slow. Initially there was no effort or interest from the government to listen to us. Over time,
that changed. But the government can't have any agenda forever. Its capacity and durability are only five years. After five years, they change their pattern. Just like nonprofits: They also change their pattern and focus areas every 6-7 years. That means that our struggle has to be continuous, and that we
have to be in it all the time if we want change to happen. If agendas and priorities change within the government, how do you maintain momentum? Bezwada Wilson: The government will say that the problem is gone; they're going to create that perception as well. And people will believe them. But it's up
to us to keep reminding people that the problem still exists. So we met at the Mantar Dinner, talked to the media. And during all of this, women —the hand pickers—are at the center. His words are more powerful than anyone else's. When they demand justice and question democratic government, and
when they are told they have a responsibility to eradicate manual cleaning, people are forced to listen. We are not butchers because we are poor, weak or illiterate, or because we choose to be waste pickers. It's because someone made us waste pickers. | Photo courtesy: CS Sharada Prasad on Flickr
You changed the law around manual cleaning. How did you make that happen? Bezwada Wilson: The movement pressured the government to change the law. We first met with government representatives in 2010, and we were involved in drafting the Manual Cleaning Act. After three years, when the
Law came into force in 2013, we thought our work was done. And so we stopped interacting with the government. But nothing really changed when it came to implementation, because the attitude and behavior of bureaucracy remained the same. No government official, not a single, was tried for breaking
the law. The biggest irony is that no government official, not a single one, has been tried for breaking the law. In some cases, firs were filed, but did not reach the prosecution stage; prosecution sheets were filed, but they did not go to trial. We fought for 20 years before the law came into force in 2013. It's
been over six years since then, and it looks like we've come to a standstill today. No one has been punished. In many cases, it is the district magistrate/collector who is to blame—the person who allows manual cleaning to take place in your district. If you had three of these collectors go to prison for a
week, then everything would change almost immediately. Today they are protecting their own lives, but because of them, many people died cleaning their sewer lines and septic tank. What's it like when someone is freed from this practice and occupation? Bezwada Wilson: When someone is released, we
don't celebrate change. 10 people managed to get out of the occupation, we do not celebrate and applaud, because it is their decision to leave this profession. And so, whether they want to celebrate or not should be their decision too. Second, it's not our success, it's their success; the success of his
family. That's why we don't count that number either. People ask us, how many people did SKA release? We say we don't know. We never did. We know how many people still work as hand pickers. This is what we track and tell. Because our goal is to see that number become zero. Unlike others, our
goal is not to increase the numbers. Our goal is to decrease the numbers. Tell us about efforts to rehabilitate manual waste pickers Bezwada Wilson: There have been no good rehabilitation efforts. You can't give the women two buffaloes and some money and assume they'll be happy. Because when you
are trying to change practices and attitudes that are 5,000 years old, there should be a comprehensive and clear understanding of what rehabilitation and livelihood means. You need to go village by village, and identify the potential of each woman. You can't test skills because they haven't had a chance
to develop any skills so far. You should look for potential. You must look at the courage they possess. To do this, you have to go to them, learn about their strengths and understand what they can do and how you can help them, in addition to just giving them money. In India, the government associates
rehabilitation only with finances. It's not just about finances. Finance is the last and least form of support needed. But in India, the government associates rehabilitation only with finance. They distribute INR 10 lakh and this also in the form of a loan. Or they'll give a woman two buffaloes or goats, a
rickshaw self or something, so they can take a picture of her driving. How can you expect her to drive a motor vehicle and make a living from it when she's never done it before? It is better to give them reasonable and dignified compensation every month for sustenance. The government must also make
the effort to change society's attitude and behavior toward marginalized people. We need the people of this country to understand that the hand pickers subsidized all of us. The people of this country need to understand that manual waste pickers have subsidized all of us. So we're not giving them a
subsidy, we're making up for them. For years, we took them from them. These women cleaned our latrines for a payment of a mere 30 a month per house. That's a rupee for a day's work! These women gave him subsidized services. So now it's time for you to make up for it. But that's not the
government's attitude. They think of it as a subsidy, as gifts. The middle class doesn't understand that either. For them it's all about, I have to get something. And that kind of thinking is too bad for the There's no happiness, no no humanity. Read also: #StopKillingUs: India rises against manual cleaning
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